
Wareham and the War of 1812: A Military
History
Nestled on the southeastern coast of Massachusetts, the town of Wareham
played a pivotal role in the War of 1812. Serving as a vital coastal defense
site, the town's citizens and soldiers made significant contributions to the
American war effort. This article will explore Wareham's military history
during this conflict, examining its strategic importance, the experiences of
its soldiers and citizens, and its role in the overall defense of New England.
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Wareham's Strategic Importance

Wareham's location at the mouth of the Wareham River made it a key
strategic point for coastal defense. The town commanded the entrance to
Buzzards Bay, a vital waterway leading to the major port cities of Boston
and Providence. By controlling Wareham, the British could have disrupted
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American shipping and commerce, and potentially launched attacks on the
nearby towns and cities.

Recognizing Wareham's strategic importance, the Massachusetts
government Free Downloaded the construction of a fort at the town's
harbor in 1808. Fort Phoenix, completed in 1811, served as a major
defense post throughout the war.

The Wareham Militia

In addition to Fort Phoenix, the town of Wareham also raised a militia
company to defend against potential British attacks. The Wareham Militia,
under the command of Captain Israel Fearing, consisted of local citizens
who volunteered to serve their community. The militia trained regularly and
was prepared to respond to any threat.

The Wareham Militia played a key role in defending the town during the
British raid of July 1814. When British ships entered Buzzards Bay, the
militia mobilized and prepared to resist any attempt to land. Although the
British did not ultimately land in Wareham, the militia's presence and
readiness helped to deter an attack.

Wareham's Role in Shipbuilding and Privateering

Beyond its military contributions, Wareham also played a significant role in
the war effort through shipbuilding and privateering. The town's shipyards
produced numerous vessels for the American navy, including the frigate
USS President and the sloop-of-war USS Wasp.

Wareham's privateers also harassed British shipping in the Atlantic Ocean.
These privately owned and operated vessels captured enemy merchant



ships and disrupted British commerce. The most successful Wareham
privateer was the schooner Rattlesnake, which captured several British
vessels and earned a reputation for daring and efficiency.

The British Invasion of 1814

In July 1814, a British fleet of over 30 ships entered Buzzards Bay and
launched a series of raids on coastal towns. Wareham was one of the
towns targeted by the British, who attempted to land troops on July 10th.

The Wareham Militia, along with reinforcements from neighboring towns,
repelled the British landing attempt. The militia engaged the British in a
fierce firefight, forcing them to retreat back to their ships. The militia's
successful defense of Wareham prevented the British from gaining a
foothold on the mainland.

Wareham's contributions to the War of 1812 were significant and varied.
The town's strategic location made it a key coastal defense site, and its
citizens and soldiers played a vital role in repelling British attacks.
Wareham's shipbuilding and privateering industries also contributed to the
American war effort. The town's wartime experiences left a lasting legacy of
patriotism and sacrifice that continues to inspire its citizens today.
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