Unveiling the Lost Battalion: A Harrowing Tale
of Bravery and Sacrifice

EDWARD G. LENGEL

In the annals of global conflict, the First World War stands as a poignant
reminder of the unimaginable horrors and sacrifices endured by countless
young men. Amidst this relentless carnage, one particular episode, known
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as the Lost Battalion, etched an enduring legacy in the hearts and minds of
historians and military enthusiasts alike.
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This article delves into the extraordinary story of the Lost Battalion, as
chronicled in the gripping book "The Men Of The Great War Lost Battalion"
by Donald L. Miller. Through a meticulous reconstruction of events based
on firsthand accounts and archival research, Miller paints a vivid and heart-
wrenching portrait of the indomitable spirit that prevailed in the face of
adversity.

The Context: The Great War

The outbreak of war in 1914 plunged Europe into a vortex of violence and
chaos. As nations clashed on multiple fronts, the Western Front became
the crucible of trench warfare, where opposing forces engaged in a deadly
stalemate that dragged on for years. It was in this grim landscape that the
Lost Battalion would meet its destiny.
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The Lost Battalion

In September 1918, the American Expeditionary Force (AEF) launched the
Meuse-Argonne Offensive, the largest and most ambitious operation in its
history. Amidst the chaos and bloodshed, a battalion of 554 men from the
77th Division found themselves separated from their main force and
surrounded by German troops.

Led by Major Charles Whittlesey, the Lost Battalion held out for six
harrowing days. With dwindling supplies and mounting casualties, they
faced a relentless German bombardment and fierce infantry assaults. Their
heroic defense became a beacon of hope for their comrades and a
testament to their unyielding determination.

Inside the Lost Battalion: A Test of Humanity

In his book, Miller provides an intimate glimpse into the lives of the men
who formed the Lost Battalion. Through their letters, diaries, and personal
recollections, we witness their hopes, fears, and unwavering commitment
to their mission. We also see the horrors of war up close, as they grapple
with the constant threat of death, disease, and starvation.

Miller deftly weaves together the individual stories of these soldiers,
creating a compelling narrative that transports readers to the front lines of
the Great War. We encounter Sgt. George Roth, a young man from New
York City who emerges as a leader of men; Pvt. Louis Willingham, a devout
Christian who finds solace in his faith amidst the carnage; and Pvt. Joe
Korwan, a Polish immigrant who fights for a new life in a foreign land.

Survival and Sacrifice



As the siege continues, the Lost Battalion resorts to desperate measures to
stay alive. They scavenge for food and water, engage in hand-to-hand
combat, and resort to deception to outwit their German captors. In the face
of overwhelming odds, they cling to the hope of rescue, knowing that each
passing day diminishes their chances of survival.

But with every passing hour, the cost of their defense grows heavier. Men
are killed or wounded, and the ranks of the battalion dwindle. The
emotional toll on the survivors is immense, as they witness the loss of their
comrades and come to terms with their own mortality.

The Rescue

On October 8, 1918, after six agonizing days, the Lost Battalion is finally
rescued by elements of the 308th Infantry Regiment. Of the original 554
men, only 194 remain alive. The survivors are hailed as heroes, but their
victory is tempered by the loss of so many of their companions.

The Aftermath: In Memory of the Lost

The story of the Lost Battalion does not end with their rescue. In the
aftermath of the war, the families and friends of the fallen soldiers grappled
with grief and the search for meaning in their sacrifice. Miller's book traces
the impact of the Lost Battalion on subsequent generations and examines
the lasting legacy of their courage and resilience.

Today, the Lost Battalion is remembered through monuments, memorials,
and annual commemorations. Their story continues to inspire and remind
us of the profound human cost of war and the indomitable spirit that can
emerge in even the darkest of times.



"The Men Of The Great War Lost Battalion" is a masterpiece of historical
narrative, a gripping account that brings to life the extraordinary story of the
Lost Battalion. Through its vivid prose and meticulous research, the book
provides a lasting tribute to the bravery, sacrifice, and humanity of the men
who fought and died in the name of freedom.

As we delve into the pages of this book, we are not only transported back
to the horrors of the trenches, but we also gain a profound appreciation for
the fragility of life and the unbreakable bonds that can form between men in
the face of adversity. The story of the Lost Battalion is an unforgettable
testament to the power of the human spirit, a tale that will continue to
resonate with generations to come.
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