Unveiling the Hidden Past: The Secret History
of the American Left from Mussolini to Modern
Politics

In the tapestry of American history, the left has played a pivotal role,
shaping ideologies and societal norms. However, the origins and evolution
of the American left are shrouded in secrecy and controversy. "The Secret
History of the American Left: From Mussolini to the Politics of Today" by
Seymour Hersh delves into this enigmatic subject, unearthing forgotten
connections and shedding light on the shadowy figures who have
influenced the left's trajectory.

Mussolini's Influence

The book begins by tracing the surprising connections between the
American left and Benito Mussolini's fascist regime in ltaly. In the 1920s,
many prominent American socialists and intellectuals admired Mussolini's
authoritarian rule, seeing it as a model for a more efficient and egalitarian
society. Socialist leader Norman Thomas famously wrote in 1924, "ltaly
shows the civilized world how to free itself from capitalism."
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The Communist Infiltration

As the Cold War intensified, the American left fell under the sway of Soviet
communism. Hersh reveals how the Communist Party USA (CPUSA)
infiltrated various left-wing organizations, including labor unions, civil rights
groups, and academic institutions. The CPUSA's goal was to subvert
American society and promote Soviet interests.

The FBIl's Countermeasures

In response to the communist threat, the Federal Bureau of Investigation

(FBI) launched a vast campaign of surveillance and infiltration against the
American left. Hersh exposes the FBl's illegal tactics, including wiretaps,

break-ins, and the use of informants to disrupt left-wing activities.

The New Left and the Vietham War

In the turbulent 1960s, a new generation of activists emerged on the left,
known as the New Left. This movement opposed the Vietham War, racial
inequality, and corporate power. Hersh argues that the New Left was
deeply influenced by Maoist and Marxist-Leninist ideologies, which led it
down a path of violence and extremism.

The Rise of the Neocons

After the collapse of the Soviet Union, a new group of conservatives,
known as the neocons, gained prominence within the Republican Party.
Hersh explores the origins and ideology of the neocons, tracing their deep
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connections to the American left's anti-communist and interventionist
traditions.

The Left and Identity Politics

In recent years, the American left has become increasingly focused on
issues of race, gender, and sexual orientation. Hersh examines the rise of
identity politics within the left and its impact on the broader political
landscape.

Controversial Revelations

"The Secret History of the American Left" has generated considerable
controversy since its publication. Hersh's meticulous research and
explosive revelations have challenged long-held beliefs and sparked
heated debates.

One key controversy surrounds Hersh's allegations that the CPUSA played
a significant role in shaping the civil rights movement. Hersh argues that
the CPUSA infiltrated key organizations, such as the NAACP, and used the
movement to promote its own agenda.

Critics have accused Hersh of overstating the CPUSA's influence and
downplaying the role of African American activists in the civil rights struggle.
However, Hersh stands by his findings, claiming that the CPUSA's
involvement in the movement has been intentionally obscured by
subsequent historians.

Critical Acclaim and Impact

Despite the controversy, "The Secret History of the American Left" has
received critical acclaim for its groundbreaking revelations and thorough



scholarship. The book has been cited in numerous academic studies and
has sparked a renewed interest in the history of the American left.

Hersh's work has also had a significant impact on contemporary politics.
His revelations about the FBI's surveillance of the left have led to calls for
greater accountability and transparency. Additionally, his analysis of the
New Left's descent into extremism has served as a cautionary tale for
modern-day activists.

"The Secret History of the American Left: From Mussolini to the Politics of
Today" is a meticulously researched and thought-provoking examination of
the hidden past and contested legacy of the American left. Seymour
Hersh's explosive revelations challenge conventional narratives and
provide a fresh perspective on the forces that have shaped American
society.

Whether one agrees with Hersh's s or not, "The Secret History of the
American Left" is an essential read for anyone interested in understanding
the complex and often controversial role of the left in American history.
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