
The History of English Humour: A
Comprehensive Guide to the Evolution of Wit
and Satire
Humour is an essential part of human life. It brings us joy, laughter, and a
sense of community. It can also be a powerful tool for social and political
change.
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The history of English humour is a long and winding one. It stretches back
to the ancient world, when jesters and clowns entertained the courts of
kings and emperors.

Over the centuries, English humour has evolved and changed, reflecting
the changing social and political landscape.
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In this comprehensive guide, we will explore the history of English humour,
from its ancient origins to its modern-day manifestations.
Ancient Humour

The earliest forms of humour can be found in the ancient world. Paintings
and sculptures from ancient Egypt and Mesopotamia depict people
laughing and joking.

The ancient Greeks and Romans were particularly fond of humour. They
developed a number of different types of comedy, including satire,
slapstick, and farce.

One of the most famous ancient comedians was Aristophanes. He wrote a
number of plays that satirized the political and social issues of his day.

Medieval Humour

The Middle Ages was a time of great social and political upheaval. This led
to a number of changes in the way that people thought about humour.

Medieval humour was often more bawdy and coarse than ancient humour.
It also tended to be more focused on the everyday lives of ordinary people.

One of the most popular forms of medieval humour was the fabliau. These
were short, humorous stories that often featured sexual or scatological
themes.

Renaissance Humour

The Renaissance was a time of renewed interest in classical learning. This
led to a revival of interest in ancient humour.



Renaissance humour was often more sophisticated and refined than
medieval humour. It also tended to be more focused on wit and wordplay.

One of the most famous Renaissance comedians was William
Shakespeare. His plays are full of wit and humour.

Georgian Humour

The Georgian era was a time of great social and economic change. This
led to a number of new forms of humour.

Georgian humour was often more political and satirical than previous forms
of humour. It also tended to be more focused on the foibles of the upper
classes.

One of the most famous Georgian comedians was Jonathan Swift. His
satirical novel Gulliver's Travels is a classic of English literature.

Victorian Humour

The Victorian era was a time of great moral and social reform. This led to a
number of changes in the way that people thought about humour.

Victorian humour was often more restrained and polite than previous forms
of humour. It also tended to be more focused on family life and domestic
situations.

One of the most famous Victorian comedians was Charles Dickens. His
novels are full of humour and warmth.

20th Century Humour



The 20th century was a time of great social and political change. This led to
a number of new forms of humour.

20th century humour was often more experimental and innovative than
previous forms of humour. It also tended to be more focused on the
absurdities of modern life.

One of the most famous 20th century comedians was Charlie Chaplin. His
films are full of wit and pathos.

British Humour Today

British humour continues to evolve and change. It is now more diverse and
inclusive than ever before.

Some of the most popular British comedians today include Ricky Gervais,
Jimmy Carr, and Miranda Hart.

British humour is known for its wit, irony, and self-deprecation. It is a unique
and valuable part of British culture.

The history of English humour is a long and winding one. It is a story of
laughter, wit, and satire.

English humour has evolved and changed over the centuries, reflecting the
changing social and political landscape.

Today, British humour is more diverse and inclusive than ever before. It is a
unique and valuable part of British culture.



We hope that this guide has given you a better understanding of the history
of English humour.
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