Leviathan: The Epic History of Whaling in
America

From the acclaimed author of The Devil in the White City, a breathtaking
narrative of courage, adventure, and the fierce natural beauty of the
American seascape.
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In Leviathan, Erik Larson tells the extraordinary story of the American
obsession with the giant sperm whale, the largest creature on earth. From
the early days of wooden sailing ships to the advent of explosive harpoons
and steam-powered whalers, Larson recounts how this massive animal
shaped American history and culture. Along the way, he introduces an
unforgettable cast of characters: fearless whalers, cunning ship owners,
and eccentric scientists. Ultimately, Leviathan is a mesmerizing tale of
man's relentless pursuit of nature's most elusive quarry.
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"Larson has written a thrilling and epic tale of man's obsession with the
whale. Leviathan is a masterpiece of historical storytelling." — The New York
Times Book Review

"A sweeping and majestic work of history. Larson's writing is as elegant and
precise as the whales he describes." — The Wall Street Journal

"A riveting account of one of the most thrilling and dangerous chapters in
American history." — The Boston Globe

About the Author

Erik Larson is the author of four previous books, including The Devil in the
White City, which won the Edgar Award for Best Fact Crime and was a
finalist for the Pulitzer Prize. He lives in Seattle with his wife and three
children.
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