
Is Polygamy Acceptable? A Biblical View on
Polygamy
Polygamy is the practice of having multiple spouses at the same time. It
has been practiced in many cultures throughout history, and it is still
practiced in some cultures today. However, there is much debate about
whether or not polygamy is acceptable, both from a religious and a moral
perspective.

In this article, we will explore the biblical view on polygamy, examining both
the Old Testament and the New Testament. We will also discuss the ethical
and moral implications of polygamy, and whether or not it is a practice that
is consistent with Christian teachings.
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The Old Testament contains several examples of polygamy. The most
famous example is probably Abraham, who had three wives: Sarah, Hagar,
and Keturah. Other notable polygamists in the Old Testament include
Jacob, David, and Solomon.

There are a number of reasons why polygamy was practiced in the Old
Testament. One reason was that it was seen as a way to increase the
number of children a man had. In a society where children were seen as a
blessing, having multiple wives could increase a man's chances of having a
large family.

Another reason for polygamy in the Old Testament was that it was seen as
a way to provide for a man's family. In a society where women were often
responsible for domestic tasks, having multiple wives could help a man to
provide for his family's needs.

However, it is important to note that polygamy was not always seen as a
positive practice in the Old Testament. In fact, there are a number of
passages that condemn polygamy, or at least warn against its dangers.

For example, in the book of Deuteronomy, it says, "A man shall not take
two wives, to vex her." (Deuteronomy 21:15). This passage suggests that
polygamy can lead to conflict and strife within a family.

Another passage that warns against polygamy is found in the book of
Proverbs. It says, "A man who has two wives will be full of trouble."
(Proverbs 18:18). This passage suggests that polygamy can lead to
problems for a man, both emotionally and financially.

The New Testament



The New Testament does not explicitly forbid polygamy. However, there are
a number of passages that suggest that polygamy is not consistent with
Christian teachings.

For example, in the book of Matthew, Jesus says, "For this reason a man
shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two
shall become one flesh." (Matthew 19:5). This passage suggests that
marriage is a monogamous relationship between one man and one
woman.

Another passage that suggests that polygamy is not consistent with
Christian teachings is found in the book of Ephesians. It says, "Husbands,
love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for
her." (Ephesians 5:25). This passage suggests that a husband should love
his wife as Christ loves the church. Since Christ loved the church in a
monogamous relationship, it follows that a husband should love his wife in
a monogamous relationship as well.

The Ethical and Moral Implications of Polygamy

In addition to the biblical arguments against polygamy, there are also a
number of ethical and moral arguments against the practice.

One ethical argument against polygamy is that it can lead to the
exploitation of women. In a polygamous relationship, women are often seen
as commodities that can be traded or exchanged. This can lead to women
being forced into marriages against their will, or being treated as second-
class citizens within a family.



Another ethical argument against polygamy is that it can lead to conflict
and strife within a family. When a man has multiple wives, it can be difficult
for him to give each wife the attention and care that she needs. This can
lead to jealousy, resentment, and even violence within a family.

Finally, there is also the moral argument against polygamy. Many people
believe that polygamy is simply wrong, regardless of the arguments for or
against it. They believe that marriage should be a monogamous
relationship between one man and one woman, and that polygamy is a
violation of this principle.

The biblical view on polygamy is complex and multifaceted. There are
passages in the Old Testament that seem to condone polygamy, while
there are other passages that warn against its dangers. The New
Testament does not explicitly forbid polygamy, but there are a number of
passages that suggest that it is not consistent with Christian teachings.

In addition to the biblical arguments against polygamy, there are also a
number of ethical and moral arguments against the practice. These
arguments include the potential for exploitation of women, the potential for
conflict and strife within a family, and the belief that polygamy is simply
wrong.

Ultimately, the decision of whether or not to practice polygamy is a personal
one. However, it is important to be aware of the biblical, ethical
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