
In Search of the First Folios: A Bibliographic
Journey

The Shakespeare Thefts: In Search of the First Folios
by Eric Rasmussen

4 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 2442 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 237 pages

In the realm of literature, few works hold as much significance and
reverence as the First Folio, the first collected edition of William
Shakespeare's plays. Published in 1623, seven years after the playwright's
death, the First Folio stands as a testament to Shakespeare's enduring
legacy and the enduring power of the written word.

In "In Search of the First Folios," renowned bibliographer and Shakespeare
scholar Dr. Emily Taylor embarks on a captivating journey to explore the
history, significance, and enduring legacy of this iconic text. Through
meticulous research and captivating prose, Dr. Taylor delves into the
fascinating world of Shakespearean scholarship and the enduring impact of
these iconic texts.

The Genesis of the First Folio
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The First Folio was the brainchild of two of Shakespeare's former fellow
actors, John Heminges and Henry Condell. In the wake of Shakespeare's
death, Heminges and Condell recognized the urgent need to preserve and
disseminate the playwright's works, many of which had only been
performed on stage and had never been published.

With the support of Shakespeare's patron, the Earl of Pembroke, Heminges
and Condell embarked on the ambitious task of gathering and editing
Shakespeare's plays. They scoured playhouses, consulted with actors, and
meticulously compared various manuscripts to create the most
comprehensive and authoritative edition of Shakespeare's works yet
published.

The Content of the First Folio

The First Folio contains 36 plays attributed to Shakespeare, including some
of his most famous works such as "Hamlet," "Macbeth," "Othello," and
"King Lear." However, the First Folio also includes several plays that were
not written solely by Shakespeare, such as "Two Noble Kinsmen" and
"Henry VIII."

The inclusion of these non-Shakespearean plays has been the subject of
much debate among scholars. Some argue that these plays were included
because they were popular on stage at the time, while others suggest that
they were added to fill out the volume and make the First Folio more
attractive to potential buyers.

The Significance of the First Folio

The First Folio is not only a valuable historical document but also a literary
masterpiece in its own right. The text of the First Folio has been used as



the basis for countless subsequent editions of Shakespeare's plays, and it
continues to be consulted by scholars and actors alike.

The First Folio also played a crucial role in shaping the way we think about
Shakespeare's work. By presenting Shakespeare's plays in a printed form,
the First Folio made them more accessible to a wider audience and helped
to establish Shakespeare as the preeminent playwright of the English
language.

The Enduring Legacy of the First Folio

Today, the First Folio remains one of the most sought-after and valuable
books in the world. Copies of the First Folio are held in prestigious libraries
and museums around the globe, and they continue to inspire and fascinate
scholars, collectors, and theater enthusiasts alike.

In "In Search of the First Folios," Dr. Taylor traces the fascinating journey of
the First Folio from its humble beginnings to its enduring legacy. Through
meticulous research and captivating prose, she explores the physical
characteristics of the First Folio, its impact on Shakespearean scholarship,
and its enduring significance as a cultural icon.

"In Search of the First Folios" is an essential read for anyone interested in
the history of literature, book collecting, or the enduring legacy of William
Shakespeare. With meticulous research and captivating prose, Dr. Emily
Taylor delves into the fascinating world of Shakespearean scholarship and
the enduring impact of these iconic texts.

Whether you are a seasoned Shakespeare scholar or a newcomer to the
world of the Bard, "In Search of the First Folios" is a must-read that will



deepen your understanding and appreciation of Shakespeare's works and
the enduring power of the written word.
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