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In his groundbreaking work, Gallipoli: Command Under Fire, Edward
Erickson delivers the definitive account of the ill-fated Gallipoli campaign,
providing a comprehensive analysis of the disastrous Allied landings on the
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Turkish peninsula in 1915. Erickson's meticulous research and masterful
storytelling bring to life the strategic blunders, tactical errors, and human
suffering that characterized this pivotal moment in World War |.

Erickson begins by setting the stage for the Gallipoli campaign, detailing
the political and military factors that led to the decision to invade the
peninsula. He then provides a detailed account of the landings themselves,
from the initial successes at Anzac Cove and Suvla Bay to the bloody
stalemate that ensued. Erickson meticulously examines the performance of
both the Allied and Ottoman forces, highlighting the strengths and
weaknesses of each side.
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One of the most striking aspects of Gallipoli: Command Under Fire is
Erickson's unflinching assessment of the Allied leadership. He argues that
the campaign was doomed from the start by a series of strategic and
tactical blunders. Erickson is particularly critical of the British commander,
General lan Hamilton, who he portrays as a vain and incompetent leader
who was out of his depth. Erickson also highlights the failure of the Allied
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powers to coordinate their efforts, which resulted in a lack of unity and
purpose.

In contrast to the Allied leadership, Erickson praises the Ottoman
commander, Mustafa Kemal Ataturk, for his brilliance and determination.
Erickson argues that Ataturk's leadership was instrumental in the Ottoman
victory at Gallipoli. He highlights Ataturk's ability to inspire his troops and
his willingness to take risks. Erickson also credits the Ottoman army for its
tenacity and fighting spirit.

Gallipoli: Command Under Fire is a must-read for anyone interested in
World War | or military history. Erickson's meticulous research and
masterful storytelling bring to life the tragedy of Gallipoli, providing a
valuable lesson in the importance of competent leadership and effective
coordination.

About the Author

Edward Erickson is a retired US Army officer and a leading expert on World
War I. He has written extensively about the Gallipoli campaign, including
the books Free Downloaded to Die: A History of the Ottoman Army in the
First World War and Ottoman Army Effectiveness in World War I: A
Comparative Study. Erickson is also a frequent lecturer on World War |
topics.

Reviews

"Edward Erickson's Gallipoli: Command Under Fire is the definitive account
of the ill-fated Gallipoli campaign. Erickson's meticulous research and
masterful storytelling bring to life the tragedy of Gallipoli, providing a



valuable lesson in the importance of competent leadership and effective
coordination." - John Keegan, author of The Face of Battle

"Gallipoli: Command Under Fire is a must-read for anyone interested in
World War | or military history. Erickson's detailed account of the campaign
is both gripping and informative, and his insights into the Allied and
Ottoman leadership are invaluable." - David Fromkin, author of A Peace to
End All Peace

Free Download Your Copy Today

Gallipoli: Command Under Fire is available in hardcover, paperback, and e-
book formats. Free Download your copy today from your favorite

bookseller.
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