
Church Forsaken: Practicing Presence in
Neglected Neighborhoods
In the heart of our cities, where shadows linger and hope seems distant,
there are neighborhoods that have been forsaken by the church. These are
places where poverty, crime, and despair have taken hold, leaving
residents feeling abandoned and forgotten. But amidst the brokenness,
there are those who are determined to bring light into the darkness, to
practice presence in these neglected communities.
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Church Forsaken: Practicing Presence in Neglected Neighborhoods is a
powerful and thought-provoking book that explores the challenges and
rewards of ministry in these forgotten places. Through firsthand accounts,
biblical insights, and practical guidance, author Rev. David Anderson offers
a roadmap for pastors and church leaders who are seeking to make a
difference in their communities.
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Drawing on his own experiences as a pastor in a neglected neighborhood,
Anderson paints a vivid picture of the struggles faced by residents of these
communities. He writes about the poverty that grips families, the violence
that haunts the streets, and the despair that can crush the human spirit. But
he also highlights the resilience of these communities, the hidden strengths
that can be found even in the darkest of places.

Anderson argues that the church has a vital role to play in these neglected
neighborhoods. He calls on pastors and church leaders to practice
presence, to be a constant and visible presence in the community, building
relationships, offering hope, and standing in solidarity with those who are
suffering.

But practicing presence is not without its challenges. Anderson candidly
discusses the obstacles that pastors and church leaders may face,
including burnout, discouragement, and opposition from within their own
congregations. He offers practical advice on how to overcome these
challenges and persevere in the face of adversity.

Church Forsaken is more than just a book about urban ministry. It is a call
to action for all Christians who are concerned about the plight of the poor
and marginalized. Anderson challenges us to step outside of our comfort
zones and to engage with the suffering world around us. He reminds us
that the church is called to be a beacon of hope for all people, regardless of
their circumstances.

If you are a pastor, church leader, or anyone who is passionate about
making a difference in the world, I encourage you to read Church
Forsaken. It is a book that will challenge your assumptions, inspire your



faith, and equip you to be a more effective witness for Christ in the
neglected neighborhoods of our cities.

About the Author

Rev. David Anderson is the senior pastor of Trinity Fellowship Church in
Germantown, Philadelphia. He is a graduate of Princeton University and
Princeton Theological Seminary. Anderson is a passionate advocate for
urban ministry and has been involved in community development work for
over two decades. He is the author of several books, including The Good
Neighbor: Loving Our Communities as Jesus Loved His.

Endorsements

"Church Forsaken is a must-read for anyone who cares about the future of
the church. Anderson offers a compelling vision for ministry in neglected
neighborhoods, and he provides practical guidance for pastors and church
leaders who are seeking to make a difference. This book will challenge
you, inspire you, and equip you to be a more effective witness for Christ in
the world." - Rev. Dr. Timothy Keller, Redeemer Presbyterian Church,
New York City

"David Anderson has written a powerful and moving book about the
challenges and rewards of ministry in neglected neighborhoods. Church
Forsaken is a must-read for anyone who is passionate about urban
ministry. Anderson offers a wealth of practical wisdom and biblical insights
that will help pastors and church leaders to be more effective in their work."
- Rev. Dr. John Perkins, John M. Perkins Center for Urban Leadership
Development



"Church Forsaken is a timely and important book. Anderson provides a
compelling case for the church's presence in neglected neighborhoods,
and he offers practical guidance for how to do it. This book will be a
valuable resource for pastors and church leaders who are seeking to make
a difference in their communities." - Dr. Miroslav Volf, Yale Divinity
School
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