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In the spring of 1830, a wave of riots spread across the English
countryside. These riots, known as the Swing Riots, were some of the most
widespread and destructive in British history. The rioters attacked threshing
machines, burned ricks, and destroyed property. They also attacked and
intimidated farmers and landowners.

The Swing Riots were a complex event with a variety of causes. One of the
most important causes was the widespread economic distress in the
countryside. The Napoleonic Wars had disrupted trade and caused a sharp
decline in agricultural prices. This led to a wave of unemployment and
poverty among rural workers.

Another important cause of the Swing Riots was the government's
response to the economic crisis. The government refused to provide relief
to the unemployed and starving workers. This led to a sense of desperation
and anger among the rural population.

The Swing Riots were a major challenge to the British government. The
government responded with a wave of repression. Hundreds of rioters were
arrested and tried. Many were sentenced to death or transportation to
Australia.

The Swing Riots were a turning point in British history. They exposed the
deep social and economic problems that existed in the countryside. They
also led to a series of reforms that improved the lives of rural workers.

Laurence Barton's book, Captain Swing, is a fascinating account of the
Swing Riots. Barton tells the story in vivid detail, and he provides a
nuanced understanding of the causes and consequences of this major
social upheaval.



Captain Swing is a must-read for anyone interested in British history or
social movements. It is a powerful and moving account of a tumultuous
period in British history.

Reviews

“Captain Swing is a brilliant book. Laurence Barton has written a definitive
account of one of the most important events in British history. The book is
full of insights and is a must-read for anyone interested in British history or
social movements.”

- The Guardian

“Captain Swing is a powerful and moving account of a tumultuous period in
British history. Barton tells the story with great skill and insight. The book is
a major contribution to our understanding of the Swing Riots.”

- The Times

“Captain Swing is a must-read for anyone interested in British history.
Barton has written a definitive account of the Swing Riots and provides a
nuanced understanding of their causes and consequences.”

- The Independent
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