
An Enthralling Overview Of The History Of
The Tudors: The Story Of England
The Tudor period is one of the most fascinating and consequential eras in
English history. It was a time of great political, religious, and social
upheaval, and it saw the rise of some of England's most iconic figures,
including Henry VIII, Elizabeth I, and William Shakespeare.

In this article, we will provide an overview of the history of the Tudors, from
their rise to power in the 15th century to their fall in the 17th century. We
will explore the key events of the period, the major figures involved, and the
lasting impact of the Tudor dynasty on English history.
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The Tudor dynasty began with the accession of Henry VII to the English
throne in 1485. Henry was the great-grandson of John of Gaunt, the fourth
son of King Edward III. He had a strong claim to the throne, but he also
faced opposition from the Yorkist faction, who had ruled England since
1461.

Henry defeated the Yorkists at the Battle of Bosworth Field in 1485, and he
was crowned King Henry VII. He married Elizabeth of York, the daughter of
Edward IV, which helped to unite the two rival factions.

Henry VII was a shrewd and capable ruler who restored stability to England
after the Wars of the Roses. He also encouraged trade and commerce, and
he founded the Tudor dynasty, which would rule England for over a century.

The Reign of Henry VIII

Henry VIII was one of the most important and controversial monarchs in
English history. He was a strong and charismatic leader, but he was also
ruthless and capricious.

Henry VIII is best known for his six marriages. He first married Catherine of
Aragon, but he later divorced her and married Anne Boleyn. Anne was
executed for treason, and Henry then married Jane Seymour. Jane died
after giving birth to Henry's only legitimate son, Edward VI.

Henry VIII then married Anne of Cleves, but he divorced her after a few
months. He then married Catherine Howard, who was also executed for
treason. Henry's final wife was Catherine Parr, who survived him.



Henry VIII's reign was also marked by religious upheaval. He broke with
the Catholic Church and established the Church of England, with himself as
its supreme head. This led to a period of religious persecution, as Henry
sought to suppress Catholicism and promote Protestantism.

The Reign of Edward VI

Edward VI was Henry VIII's only legitimate son. He was a sickly child, and
he died at the age of 15. During his reign, England was ruled by a regency
council led by Edward Seymour, the Duke of Somerset.

Somerset was a Protestant reformer, and he continued Henry VIII's policy
of suppressing Catholicism. He also introduced a number of social and
economic reforms, but these were met with resistance from the
conservative elements of English society.

In 1549, Somerset was overthrown and executed by John Dudley, the Duke
of Northumberland. Northumberland was a more moderate Protestant, and
he sought to reconcile the different religious factions in England.

The Reign of Mary I

Mary I was Henry VIII's daughter by Catherine of Aragon. She was a
devout Catholic, and she reversed the Protestant reforms of her brother,
Edward VI.

Mary I married Philip II of Spain, and she sought to restore England to the
Catholic fold. She burned hundreds of Protestants at the stake, earning her
the nickname "Bloody Mary."



Mary I's reign was unpopular, and she died childless in 1558. She was
succeeded by her half-sister, Elizabeth I.

The Reign of Elizabeth I

Elizabeth I was one of the greatest monarchs in English history. She was a
brilliant and charismatic leader, and she presided over a period of
unprecedented prosperity and peace.

Elizabeth I was a Protestant, but she tolerated Catholics and other religious
minorities. She also encouraged trade and exploration, and England
became a major power during her reign.

Elizabeth I never married, and she was known as the "Virgin Queen." She
died in 1603, and she was succeeded by James VI of Scotland, who
became James I of England.

The Fall of the Tudors

The Tudor dynasty came to an end with the death of Elizabeth I in 1603.
James I of Scotland succeeded her, but he was a weak and unpopular
monarch.

The Stuart dynasty, which James I founded, faced a number of challenges,
including religious conflict, economic problems, and political instability. The
Stuart dynasty eventually collapsed in 1688, and it was replaced by the
Hanoverian dynasty.

The Legacy of the Tudors

The Tudor dynasty had a lasting impact on English history. The Tudors
established a strong and centralized monarchy, and they reformed the



English Church and legal system. They also encouraged trade and
exploration, and they helped to make England a major power in the world.

The Tudor period was also a time of great cultural achievement. William
Shakespeare, Christopher Marlowe, and other great writers flourished
during this time. The Tudor period is often considered to be the golden age
of English literature.

The Tudor dynasty is still remembered today for its drama, its intrigue, and
its lasting impact on English history. The Tudors were a fascinating and
complex family, and their story continues to captivate people today.
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